INTRODUCTION
I chanced to lay my hands on the poems in rhis
small book while salvaging the earliest records of my father
late Dr. B. Ramakrishna Rao - an exe-c-se that has been
going on for quite some time The original manuscripts
of these poems, written in his own hand, were found in
worn out papers, in faded ink of different hues. That was
the period when he was studying B.A 8- B A,(hons)in Fer-
pusson College Poona (Pune) during 1919-1920, when the
auihor was just an young student of about 2i years The
language, diction, style rhyme and rhythm of ihe poems
apparently belonged to the Victorian age. Naturally -he
author could not have escaped the aesthetic and etymo-
logical climate that pervaded the English p -etry which was
in vogue in the first quarter of this century More so, a
meritorious scholar that he was (Walker Medalist of the
Nizam College, then affiliated to Madras University - and an
Ellis Scholarship holder of the Bombay University) he could
not but be impressed by the ethos of the era that has gone
by, and fall in line with the stvles and standards set bv the
eminent Fndo-Anglican poets of that period, even as the
present day poets could not resist the influence and impact
of the social cultural political and linguistic milieu in which
they f,:nd themselves.
I am neither competent nor inclined to dwell further
on the subject. Suffice is to say that just as the author
of the poems wrote for his own inner satisfaction as poin-
ted out in the Foreward, I am also publishing these few
poems for my own satisfaction.
I take this opportunity to express my grateful thanks
to Dr. Adapa Ramakrishna Rao garu, professor and the
Head of English Department of Sri Satya Sai Institute of
Higher Learning, Prashanti Nilayam, who has so kindly
graced this slender volume with his Foreward. My sincere
thanks are also due to my old friend Sri A. D. Bhogle (Re-
tired Professor of French, Osmania University) for his valu-
able suggestions which helped me to edit the poems.
B. RANGANATH RAO